
 

   

 

Blessed Joy 
MATTHEW 5:10-12 
9/20/2020 
       

ABIDE 
 Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Matthew 5:10-12.  

 Read through the Teaching Plan, review the questions, read the Commentary, and 
familiarize yourself with the Learner Guide. Record your insights for personal reflection and 
application and use to interact with your group during the discussions. 

 Memorize and meditate on Matthew 5:10-12. As the week goes on add verses 1-9 to your 
daily memorization and meditation. How does the entire passage impact your daily walk?  

 OPTIONAL Read through the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:1-7:29) every day during 
the course of this sermon series. Record one insight to pray about and meditate on for that 
particular day. 

LEAD 
 This is a long lesson. Customize it for your group by identifying the questions you will ask 

and the content you will read. 

 As you progress through the lesson focus on the source of our joy—Jesus!  

 Challenge your group to reflect on their capacity to endure persecution with joy.  

SHEPHERD 
 Connect with our Minister of Missions, Curt Breland (cbreland@firstnorfolk.org), and ask 

him how you can help believers in our church plants who are facing persecution. 

 Share what you learned from the Beatitudes with another believer or use it as a 
conversation prompt to share the gospel with an unbeliever. 

 Pray for your group to prepare themselves for persecution by surrendering their lives to 
Christ so He will be the source of their strength and joy at all times. 

mailto:cbreland@firstnorfolk.org
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Blessed Joy 
MATTHEW 5:10-12 
9/20/2020 

MAIN POINT 
Followers of Jesus will be persecuted when we cultivate blessed attitudes and demonstrate 
blessed behaviors. But we can and should have joy in the midst of our suffering. 

OPEN 
 Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

 Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small 
group guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

How do you typically respond when someone insults you: insult them back, cry, 
walk away, laugh it off, other? Why? 

What about when someone says untrue things about you? How do you respond 
to that? 

What are some reasons why someone might hurl insults or lies your way? 

Today’s text focuses on the last of the Beatitudes Jesus taught at the start of His Sermon on 
the Mount. While all of them seem like oxymorons to an extent, perhaps none more so than 
what we read in verses 10-12. Why in the world would Jesus say we should be glad and rejoice 
when we don’t do anything wrong and people speak negatively about us, lie about us, and 
even physically persecute us? And yet suffering is relative. As part of a body of believers, our 
persecution is inevitable because we represent the most controversial, history-changing, 
radical figure of the world—Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 5:10-12 

How do blessing and persecution seem to contradict one another?  

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
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In what ways are Christians persecuted today? Has this ever been a reality 
in your life? 

How important is the phrase “for righteousness” in verse 10? Explain. 

Because we live in a culture valuing comfort and security, it can be difficult for us as Christians 
to believe we might suffer because we are kingdom people. For believers who have never 
faced persecution, the Beatitude in verse 10 means a willingness to endure mistreatment 
because of faith in Jesus. What reward did Jesus promise the persecuted? The kingdom of 
heaven is theirs. This is the same blessing He promised at the end of the first Beatitude, so in a 
sense we have come full circle. 

Consider the prophets in the Old Testament. Would you consider their 
lives and ministries successful? What was persecution like for them? 

Would you say that a person who exemplifies the first seven Beatitudes 
would naturally be someone who would experience the persecution Jesus 
describes in verses 10-12? Why? 

If or when times of persecution arise, what encouragement can we draw 
from Jesus’ words in this passage? 

To encourage the disciples in the face of future persecutions, Jesus compared them to the 
prophets who came before Him. The Old Testament prophets faithfully followed God and 
shared His message with the world, regardless of the world’s response. By comparing Christ-
followers to Old Testament prophets, Jesus encouraged His disciples to remain faithful 
because their reward in heaven would be great—just as it was for the prophets. Through these 
statements, Jesus both encouraged and warned His disciples that as they pursued God, they 
would meet persecution. Although it’s not something anyone wants to endure, it’s a definite 
marker of a faithful life. 

Look at the end of verse 10, along with the beginning of verse 12. What 
does Jesus promise believers in both verses?  

Jesus says to rejoice during persecution because your reward will be 
great in heaven. What does this mean for the faithful Christians here on 
earth? 

Those who are persecuted can be happy because their heart is set on the One who’s pleased 
with them. Persecuted believers are happy because of God’s response to their behavior. God 
takes pleasure in a people who are sold out to Him. Blessing not only entails God’s pleasure, 
but also His promise of eternity spent in heaven. 

As verse 10 promises the reality of eternity in heaven, verse 12 is an elaboration of the 
goodness of the heavenly kingdom. Indeed, verse 12 mentions a reward. Reward, more literally 
translated as “wages,” is a promise of a future recompense in eternity for persecution, rather 
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than a treasure or reward for piety. Properly translated, the reward should be thought of as 
heaven itself and not some particular status in life to come. God knows those who trade their 
life for His name, and the recompense for such a great exchange will be more magnificent than 
one can imagine. Indeed, Jesus echoes this when He says in Matthew 16:25, “For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” This finding of 
life is the entrance into heaven. 

How did the believers in the early church endure persecution? List 
examples from the New Testament. 

Throughout history, God’s servants have faced enormous difficulty in obeying the call He 
placed on their lives. The early church faced great persecution, and Paul and his companions 
endured suffering everywhere they went. It wasn’t a question of whether or not persecution 
would take place, but how to live in the midst of it. Even today, believers in many parts of the 
world face the threat of persecution daily. But Jesus never leaves us to face it alone. He 
promises in Matthew 5:12 great eternal reward, and Paul’s testimony in 2 Corinthians 4:7-19 
assures us that even on earth, His presence and power envelop us. 

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

How do you know if the insults or persecution you face are because of 
Jesus and righteousness, or a mishandling of your calling as a believer? 

For you personally, is the gospel message worth enduring persecution? 

If you lived your same life in another country where persecution abounds, 
would you likely endure difficulty for your faith? Why or why not? 

Do you know someone who is being persecuted? What ways can you 
encourage him/her in the midst of his/her suffering? List ways you can be 
a source of encouragement for your brother or sister in Christ. 

PRAYER 
Thank God for the promise of heaven for those who follow Jesus in righteousness. Invite Him 
to show you what it means to be glad and rejoice when faith-induced trials come, that the life 
of Jesus would be revealed in your body, and that God’s heavenly kingdom would be yours. 

COMMENTARY 
MATTHEW 5:10-12 

Persecution is familiar to all who are oppressed and downtrodden. However, Jesus did not 
offer the kingdom of heaven as a blanket blessing to all victims of persecution everywhere for 
all causes. He offered it only to those who are persecuted because of righteousness (5:10) and 
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because of me (5:11). Kingdom honor is not granted as compensation for the unfairness of life, 
but as a blessing on those who have actively pursued true kingdom righteousness and have 
been persecuted for it. 

The Old Testament prophets were regarded as heroes to the Jews (5:12 see also 2 Chron. 
36:16; Matt. 23:29–36; Acts 7:51–53; Jas. 5:10). Their endurance of persecution elevated them 
further in the people’s eyes. Jesus here showed the continuity between the ministry of the 
prophets and the ministry of the kingdom servant. Both are serving the same cause, advancing 
the same kingdom, and serving the same king. Jesus promised that both would suffer the same 
abuse, but that both would also receive indescribable reward in heaven. So, both have cause 
for rejoicing in spite of their temporal circumstances. 

Jesus wished to highlight this final Beatitude by expanding on it in a way that he did with none 
of the other seven. Persecution by the king’s enemies was one of the most significant marks of 
a kingdom servant, and it will continue to be a theme throughout Matthew’s Gospel. Jesus also 
went beyond the formula Blessed are to say, Rejoice, and be glad. He gave special hope and 
courage to those whose righteousness is of such tenacity and brilliance that the enemies of the 
kingdom are moved to snuff it out. 


